


intro
We welcome you to this installment of your magazine, 
Aqdar. This is the magazine that holds your dreams and 
ambitions that you seek to achieve. 
Each one of you represents the future of this precious 
country. Your education and development creates a very 
capable generation that gets you noticed around the world. 
In our attempts to broaden your vision and knowledge 
in this issue of Aqdar we provide you useful information 
which requires your participation.
Our contribution at Aqdar gives back to our generous 
country and now it’s time for us to be involved in all 
sectors of our country. As nothing is impossible, we 
proudly proclaim loudly that we can give limitlessly. 
Let’s take all the knowledge that we learned through our 
school materials to positively serve our country. Our goal 
is to have a positive influence in developing the country 
and always be first in combining our efforts to make our 
country better. We must continuously read and research 
ways to provide our country innovative internal and 
external collaborations to succeed in this important goal. 
Our government provided us with the best resources from 
which to learn and develop and the least we can do is 
succeed in all our efforts.
We must always be confident that success attracts more 
success and that is why you should always believe that 
everything is possible and we can achieve our goals.
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The upcoming anniversary of the Union cel-
ebrates our nation’s pyramid of sophistication, 
knowledge, development, security and peace. 
As it approached we are united with each and 
pledge our allegiance to our leaders. We’re 
this part of nation and we follow the steps of 
our teacher that inspired us and put trust in us 
to save the Union.

December 2nd of 1971 celebrates our pride as 
it was the beginning of the United Arab Emir-
ates. This day which was a dream for our be-
loved country and its leader, Zayed al-Kair and 
his brothers, the founding rulers of the Union. 
This is the day they announced the beginning 
of a new era and the beginning of achieving 
years of success
.
The second of December symbolizes the pride 
of the nation, its glory and its civilization. A day 
of pride for every citizen that has been taught 
in the Emirates to be good, to fulfill one’s goals 
of obtaining knowledge.

The dream was realized on the 6th 
of August 1966. The ruler of Abu 
Dhabi Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan 
started to work on strengthening the 
connections with the other emirates. 
Sheikh Zayed and Sheik Rashed in-
vited all the emirate rulers to partici-
pate in the negotiations to form the 
Union.

In February 1968, they took the 
next step to achieve the idea of a 
Union by having a private meeting 
between Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
Al-Nahyan and Sheikh Rashid bin 
Saeed Al-Maktoum. 

On 2nd of December 1971, the rul-
ers of the six Emirates had a meet-
ing where they announced the 
establishment of an independent 
country and borders. At the end of 
the meeting an historical notification 
was issued which states the follow-
ing: The council happily announces 
the wonderful news our neighboring 

countries, friendly countries and the 
whole world the establishment of 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as 
a powerful independent country and 
part of the great Arab world. 

The leader shared the vision of 
the country and all the other rulers 
agreed. The country appeared as a 
symbol of power, development and 
modernity. Abu Dhabi was assigned 
as the permanent capital of the UAE 
and Sheik Zayed was elected the 
ruler of Abu Dhabi and the first pres-
ident of the UAE. Another election 
selected Sheik Rashid bin Saeed 
to be the Vice President, and he 
stayed in the same position util he 
passed away in 1990.
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Welcome to our series of Trips! In every 
episode we will feature a new and interest-
ing place located in our beloved country.

This island was named after the 
tribe of Bani Yas. This group of peo-
ple were the first to settled in the 
area that we now know as the Emir-
ate of Abu Dhabi. Based upon the 30 
monuments found around the island 
its historical significance is impor-
tant. These monuments date back 
to the Bronze Age! For those that 
enjoy looking at artifacts this island 
has become a must visit destination 
for the many monument lovers. 

The story of Zayed and Sir Bani 
Yas
The late Shaikh Zayed (may 
Allah rest his soul in peace) 
loved the island so much that 
he initiated a practice which 
was called “Planting the De-
sert” in 1971. Shaikh Zayed 
personally planted the first 
tree on the island which now 
is home to than 18 thousand 
palm trees and 52 million other 
trees. The island has become a 
safe home and destination to 
many birds and animals. Inter-
estingly, the first wind turbines 
in the region were installed on 
the island to provide sustain-
able clean energy.

was
named

Sir Bani Yas Island is a protected area of 87 kilometers (km) 
for birds and animals and is located 8 km from Al Dhafra area 

beach (Jebel Al Dhanna Marina) 
which is 170 km away from the city 
of Abu Dhabi.

The Arabian Wildlife Park 
Protecting wildlife is one of the main priorities of 
Sir Bani Yas Island. It is home to thousands of 
free roaming animals, some of which are rare 
and at risk of extinction. The Arabian wildlife 
park on the island was established to protect 
over 5000 endangered animals, which include 
the Oryx, Gazelle, Barbary and, Urial sheep 
and also birds like the Ostrich and chicken...
Since 1999, fishing has been prohibited 
around the island which has contributed to 
the flourishing of a rich marine ecosystem that 
sustains two species of dolphins and a variety 
of fish and sea turtles species. 

Visiting the island!
Exploring Sir Bani Yas Island is a treat where 
you can enjoy nature as well as the conveni-
ence of well apportioned hotels and the differ-
ent activities each one offers. One has many 
options including take a safari trip, kayaking, 
and/or diving. You can travel to the island ei-
ther by a quick flight or drive directly to the jetty 
for a boat transfer. The boat ride takes about 
15 minutes to arrive at the island

Location 

Fun facts 
about Sir 
Bani Yas 

Island 
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The desert is calm and extends to infinity, 
where the moonlight reflects itself on the hills 
and hides behind the palms.
A little boy sits in the desert and is dream-
ing just like all the other kids but he doesn’t 
dream of toys or climbing the palm trees, nor 
even participating in the small fights that they 
enjoy.

A child is totally different from the rest of the 
children, he’s the youngest brother of four 
brothers whom are living in Al-Ain city after 
their father passed away. His aim is to learn 
from the surrounding desert how to be cheer-
ful and quiet. Also, to learn how to think about 
the future, the homeland and the Union.

Days pass rapidly, where the young baby 
that was born in 1918 ad/1337 Hijri became 
a young man whom was known for his brave-
ness and good manners. He loved hunting, 
and he owned many rare falcons that he kept 
watching while they fly freely high toward the 
sky and then return to stand on his confident 
and strong hands. He also learned horse rid-
ing and was well skilled. Sports and hunting 
didn’t stop him from pursuing his big dream 
where his eyes stared on those falcons that 
flew in the big sky, touching the sunlight, look-
ing for their prey and bringing it back to their 
master.  
He rides his Arabian horse with his falcons 
on a long hunting trip where kids wave to him 
happily.
He dreamed of a school where those kids 
would change history by being doctors, en-
gineers, scientists and all the other profes-
sionals that his country would needs. He also 
dreamed that the land of the Emirates would 
be turned green full of crops.

In 1946 ad/1366 Hijri, he took over 
the rule of the city of Al-Ain to begin 
his journey to achieve all his thoughts 
and dreams of his childhood when he 
stared at the moonlight that reflected on 
the silver hills.
From the first moment, he realized 
that education is the beginning of any 
civilization and progress; without it, 
he would not achieve anything that he 
wished for his country. He personally 
established the first school in 1959.  He 
was happy once he heard the voices of 
the children in the schoolyard singing 
the national anthem, the sound of their 
footsteps, their whispers as they talked 
about that they’ve learned the day be-
fore and the voice of their teachers 
reading them the alphabet, A…B…C.
From this moment, he realized the his-
tory of his country changed as they 
were building its future. The cheerful 
dreaming ruler was looking into the wa-
ter problems and realized that deserts 
would not turn green without available 
water. Water could not be owned by 
one person it must be available to all.

He ensured all had access to water and 
created a comprehensive agricultural 
industry which recognized the impor-
tance of renewing ancient oasis’.
Whenever he faced any problem, he 
went hunting on his horse and his fal-
con that he stared at while it flew high 
toward the sky, full of confidence. His 
falcons flew in the big sky toward a 
clear and specified goal as he was in 
this determination to improve his 
country.
In 1966 ad/1433 Hijri, he took 
over the rule of Abu Dhabi 
replacing his brother. The 
years that he spent as 
a ruler to Al-Ain city 
proved that he 
had a clear 

vision, a dream and a goal.  His main 
goal was to end the tribal conflicts and 
bring all the emirates together as one. 
But, this could only happen by chang-
ing the surrounding atmosphere; peo-
ple must be educated, have work and 
access to water and food
.
This was his main issue where nothing 
could stop him from achievement. He 

walked with strength, determination 
and confidence. He used oil reve-
nues to build hospitals, pave roads 
and for other major projects that 
changed the direction of the future.
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It was in the beginning when Abu Dhabi and Dubai united 
with each other after a lot of discussions that he managed 
using his intelligence and patience, to achieve the union 
on the 2nd of December 1971AD/1391 Hijri. He was the 
founder and first ruler of the UAE and raised its flag high.

Do you know my friend who started with a dream ended up 
changing the history of a whole area?!
He’s his highness Sheik Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan.

This is a lesson for everyone who wants to achieve a goal. 
Dream as much as you want but the most important thing is 
to determinate your goal and walk to it with confidence. No 
matter what difficulties you face, trusting yourself and your 
dream will always take you there.
This what we learned and what we are still learning from his 
highness Sheik Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan.
He’s the hero of Arab history, a hero without a war, killing or 
destruction a hero by his knowledge, intelligence, patience 
and wisdom.
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 Today we must finish the
 innovative ideas before
 the annual innovative

.minds meeting

 what is this, all the
 rooms of your mind

are only for balls

 yes, the life
 is only a big
playground

 do you spend 
 all your time

?playing football

 yes all the
time

 You should devote part
 of your time to playing
 football just because
 as you see the only

ball here is red

 I will have a 
 strong penalty

from my fa-
ther at home


